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Porto Rico To-day.

A series of articles describing present
oonditions in our annexed island of Porto

Rico is begun in Tug SUuN this morning. |

The conclusions are reached by the simple
prooess of ascertaining the facts in the firet
place. The picture shown Is that of Porto
Rico under American government, in con-
trast with Porto Rico under the imperial-
fatio rule of Spain.

The misrepresentation of the actual state
of things in Porto Rico that began at the
time when the tariff bill was before Congress
oulminated in this masterplece of mendacity
in the Democratic national platform:

“ We denounos the Porto Rico law enacted by a Re-
publican Congress against the prutest and opposition
of the Democratic minority as a bold and open viola-
tioa of the nailon's organic lawand a flagrant breach
of the national gond fafth It imposes upon the peo-
ple of Porto Rico a government without thelr consent
and tazation without representation. It disbonors
the American people by repudiaiing a solemn pledgo
made In thelr behalf by the Commanding General of
our Army, which the Porto Ricans welcomed to a
peaceful and uuresisted oceupation of thelr island.
It doomed tu poverty ond Gistress a peopls whose help-
lessness appeals with pecullar force to our justice and
magnanimity.”

The impudent statement that the na-
tion's organic law hasbheen violated in the
legislation for Porto Rico need not concern
us now. The Courts of the United States
are taking care of that branch of the sub-
ject. But for the equally impudent asser-
tion that the practicul and material result of
the enactment of the Porto Rican tariff has
been to doom the people of the island to
poverty and distress the only answer s the
facts of the case, and the facts as they are
TuE SUN now offers to the people.

Story of a Great Rallroad.

Our Bryanite contemporary, the Louls-
ville Qourier-Journal, has just told con-
spiouously the very interesting story of
the Union Paciflo Rallroad, arecent instance
of regeneration of a great prostrate
property that has few parallels. “And
yet,” continues this follower of the Ne-
braska Wrecker, “ the Unlon Paciflo is only
& typa of the prosparity reported by nearly
all the railroads of this country.”

Only a typ=! All are prosparous.

Milllons of dollars are baing distributed
by tha railroads thronghout American
bank accounts beoauss of the healthy state
of business. If Bryan were elected and
free silver, Bryanism's supreme promise,
were enactod, this railroad prosperity
would go to smash, for the reason that
receipts would come in in fifty-cent dollars.
It would be beyond the power of the rail-
roads to raise the rates so as to meet the
ocut in the value of their receipts. There
would be such a general crash that the
thousands of passengers who had enjoyed
& momentary advantage of halved fares
would wish that they had pald double.

It will be better to preserve the national
money standard intact. Stick to honest
money and let the good times go on.,

Brown Univers ty.

As we have lately pointed out, nearly
all of the institutions devoted to the higher
education, which were founded in New
England before the beginning of the nine-
teenth century, have undergone remark-
able expansion since the close of the Civil
War. Among tho seats of learning most
oonspicuous for progress is Brown Uni-
versity, which, although it does not include
a law school, a medical school or a theolog-
{cal school, has no fewer than eighty-nine
instructors and officials, while the studenta
number 868, including 1562 registered in
the women's college. This institution
s a university in the true medieval sense,
that the enjoyment of its opportunities i3
not restricted to a particular locality, but
is open to the world. Naturally, the ma-
fority of its students come from Rhode
Island, but Massachusetts contributes 195
and New York 52, while twenty-four other
States are represented, besides the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Indian Territory;
there are students too from Ontario
and Nova Scotia, from Cuba, Greece and
Burmah.

Brown University is a firm upholder of
the principle that the degree of Bachelor
of Arts should retain its traditional sig-
nificance, and should be conferred only on
those graduates who can prove that they
possess a considerable knowledge of the
Greek and Latin languages and literature,
An applicant for admission to the college,
who intends to pursue the course leading
to an A. B. degree, must pass an examina-
tion in the whole of XENOPHON'S “Anabasis,”
or in four books of the “Anabasis” and
three of HomEeR, and he must be able to
write Greek prose. He must also be thor-
oughly conversant with the history of
Greeco to the death of ALEXANDER, In
Latin he must pass an examination on
four books of Cxsar's “Gallic War,” on
2,600 lines of Ovip, on two " Orations " of
Cicero and on six books of the “XEneid,*
and he must be able to translate at sight
extracts from any of these works, and
also to turn passages of English narrative
into Latin prose. He must likewise be
familiar with Roman history to the end
of the reign of MARCUS AURELIUS. Appll-
cants for admission, who intend to pursue
the course leading to the A, B. degree,
must, moreover, pass an examination in
either French or German.

1t must not be Inferred that the doors
of Brown University are shut against those
who have no wish to study Greek, or even
against those who are ignorant of both
the classical tongues An applicant for
admission, who intends to pursue any of
the courses leading to the degrees of Bach-
elor of Philosophy, Bachelor of Science,
Civil Engineer or Mechanical Engineer,
need not offer Greek, nor need he even
offer Latin, but, in the latter case, he must
pass an examination in both French and
German. As regards the studies prescribed
for undergraduates, we observe that can-
didates for the A. B. degree must take both
Greek and Latin during the freshman
year, and that those who have pursued
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French during the freshman year must
take German during the sophomore year,
and vice versa. This prescription is en-
forced, also, in the courses for the degrees
of Bachelor of Philosophy and Bachelor
of Science, It follows that every graduate
of Brown University is acquainted with
both the French and German languages,
and, 1t he has taken an A. B. degree, with
Latin and Greek as well. To obtain the
degree of Master of Arts at Brown, a can-
didate must have obtained not only the
baccalaureate degree in arts, philosophy,
science or letters, but he must also have
completed a course of graduate study ap-
proved by the faculty, and sufficlent in
amount to constitute a fifth year of college
work, For the degree of Doctor of Phil-
osophy, two years of residence and of post~
graduate study are required.

What may be termed the plant of a uni-
versity is forthcoming on an impressive
gcale at Brown. The library comprises
| over one hundred thousand volumes
! and five other oollections of books are
at the service of the students. In one
of these, the Providence Public Library,
there are more than 88,000 volumes, while
| another, the Library of the Providence
Athenmum, contains 61,000 more, The uni-
versity possesses a well-equipped astro-
nomical observatory; physical, anatomical,
chemical, botanical and psychological lab-
oratories; mechanical engineering work-
shops; museums of zoblogy and anthro-
pology; a herbarium; a museum of fine
arts; and a gymnasium. The annual fee
for tuition 18 for undergraduates $105,
and for graduates, $150. The annual
expenditure of a student is said to range
from $285 to $630. There are liberal provi-
slons for rendering pecunlary assistance
to deserving but indigent students. There
are two fellowships, each carrying the
fncome of $10,000, and about one hundred
acholarghips which pay the interest of
sums ranging from $1,000 to $5,000. There
13 also a small loan fund, and there are
many premiums and prizes.

Wa should point out that, altliough Brown
University was founded by Baptists, and
although the President and eight of the
twelve fellows must be members of that
denomination, no religious tests are im-
posed upon protessors, tutors or under-
graduates, but, on the contrary, all Protes-
tants are admitted on equal terms,

Warfare Under Moses and by the
Chinese,

Chinese chronology, according to their
ancient writers, goes back more than two
million years, From the time of CoNFucIvs,
who was born {n 651 B, C., to the time when
Heaven and Earth flrst united to produce
man as the possessor of the soll of China,
they compute, was 2,267,000 years.

According to the Biblical chronology the
creation of ApaMm, the first man, took place
only about four or flve thousand years be-
fore CuRrisT, Chinese records which may be
accepted as measurably historical go back
to the reign of Yaouw, 2358 B, C,, or about
the period of the Flood, according to the
Biblical chronology of Archbishop UsHER
(2348 B. C.)

After YAOU came SHUN, who was suo-
ceeded by the ' Great' Yu, and then the
rulers grew steadily feebler and more disso-
Jute until at last Keg, the worst of the lot,
was driven from power by a popular upris-
ing; and in 1768 B.C., TaNa, the leader of
the revolution, was made the first Ermperor
of a new line, called the Shang dynasty.
Simultaneously with his reign Moses was
born, according to tho received Biblical
chronology, and the Exodus of the Israelites
took place during the more vigorous period
of the Shang dynasty.

Not long after this time, too, occurred the
events recorded in the 318t chapter of Nume=

of thelr journey, began to encroach on the
territory of the Midlanites on the shore of
the Arabian Gulf, the Biblical narrative tlls

Midianites, a supposed diviner or a magi-
clan, was called into service against the
Israelites, The Scriptural account of the
result, one of the best and most generally
known of the stories of the Bible, is that
BALAAM'S ass spoke ‘' with man’s voice,”
rebuked him and refused to go ahead with
him. Thereafter the prophet resorted to
another and more successful device to
accomplish the ruin of the lsraelites, He
set the Midianite and Moabite women to
corrupting the Israelites and enticing them
to idolatrous festivals; so that as a divine
curse on them * there was a plague among
the congregation of the Lorp," as the Bible
tells us.

Accordingly Mosks proceeded to destroy
the Midianites, under the command of Gop,
as reported in the 25th chapter of Numbers,
to " vex the Midianites aud smite them."
The horrible method by which he accom-
plished their destruction was not contrary
to the usages of warfare inthose days and it
was not unlike that now pursued by the
Chinese toward Christians and foreigners,
though it outrages all modern clvilized sen-
sibilties. The story is told thus in the 81st
chapter of Numbers:

** And the LORD spake unto MOSES, saying,

**Avenge the children of Israel of the Midlanites:
afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people.

**And MOSES spake unto the people, saying, Arm
some of yourselves unto the war, and let them go
agalnst the Midlanites, and avenge the LORD of
Midian.

“Ofevery tribe a thousand, throughoutall the tribes
of Israel, shall ye send to the war. U]

““So there were delivered out of the thousands of
Israel, a thousand of every tribe, twelve thousand
armed for war.

** And MOSES sent them to the war, a thousand of
every tribe, them and PHINEHAS the son of ELEAZAR
the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and
the trumpets to blow In his hand.

‘““And they warred against the Midianites, asthe
LORD commanded MOSES; and they slew all the
males.

* And they slew the Kings of Midian, beside the rest
of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and REKEM,
and ZUR, and HUR, and REHA, five Klngs of Midlan:
BALAAM also the son of BEOR they slew with the
sword,

“Aud the chlldren of Israel took all the women of
Midian eaptives, and thelr little ones, and took the
spoll of all sheir cattle, and all thelr flocks, and all
thelr goods.

**And they burnt all their elties whereln they dwelt,
and all thelr goodly casties, with fire,

** And they took all the spoll, and all the prey, both
of men and of beasty.

“And they brought the captives, and the prey, and
the spoll, unto MOSES and ELEAZAR the priest, sud
unto tbe congregation of the children of Israel, unto
the camp al the plalns of Moab, which are by Jordan
near Jerleho.

*And MOSES, and ELEAZAR the priest, and allthe
prinees of the congregation, went forth 10 meet them
without the camp,

“And MOSES was wroth with the officersof the host,
with the captalns over thousands, and captalns over
hundreds, which eame from the battle

“And MosES sald unto them, Have yo saved all the
women allve? ,

' Behold, these caused the children of Lsrael, through
the counsel of BALAAM, to commit reapass agalnst
the LO®D In the matter of Peor, and there was a
plague among the congregation of the LORD.

“Now therefore kill every male among the Iittle
ones, and L1l every woman that hath known man by
Iytng with him.

*But all the women children, that have not known
aman by lying with him, keep alive for yourselvea ™

1t will be seen from this that the Chinese

bers. When the Israelites, in the latter part |

us, Baraam (B, C., 1819), a prophet of the '

in their reported massacres of foreigners,

women and children no less than men,
and in their refusal to give any quarter
to prisoners, are simply following and pre-
serving the usages of warfare of the time
of Moses. Since that day the humanity of
Christendom has come to revolt against such
savage mercilessness, but the civilization of
China fs still the same in spirit as it was
in the Shang dynasty of the time when
Mosrs wreaked so horrible a vengeance
on the Midianites. We are thus carried
back nearly four thousand years by the
events now occurring in China, Warfare
as we read of it in the Bible is the warfare
still waged by the unchanging Chinese peo-
ple. The destruction of the Midianites by
the children of Israel is only repeated in the
destruction of foreigners in China.

The Democratic Expansionists of
Two Years Ago.

The principle of unity in the Demoeratio
party I8 opposition to everything which
is done or proposed by the Republicans.
There can be no other reason for Demo-
cratio opposition to the old Democratio
policy of expansion. There are now plenty
of Democrats who belleve In expansion
or are restless under Democratio opposition
to it. In 1808, when the patriotio and
national feeling stirred by the war bad not
died out, there were Democratio State
conventions that dared to bo American. On
Aug. 24 the California Democrats declared
that they were “opposed to the surrender
of any of the territory that has been ac-
quired by American valor and the expendi-
ture of the blood and treasure of our people.”
On Bept. 10, the Colorado Democrats were
for "the independence of Cuba and the
retention by this Government of the other
Spanish West Indlan possessions and the
control of all other Spanish territories
taken by American forces in the war Just
closed.” On Sept. 8 the Washington Demo=
crats had this to say of expansion:

“While we do not favor an aggressive poliey of
general territorial expansion, we are opposed to the
surrender to Spaln of any of the territory that has
been acquired by American valor and the expendi-
ture of the blood of our people, Wedo not favor sur-
rendering to Spaln's dominatlon the people of any of
the Spanish coloaies that cotperated with our foroes
agalnst our enemy in the latewar. * * * We
favor the fullest Investigation of all the conditfons
existing in the Phlllppine Islands affecting the Inters
ests and obligation of our country in the matter of
thefr future treatment and disposition, to the end
that final action in relation thereto shall be intellls
gent and based upon a full koowledge of all the
facta”

On Aug. 4, 1808, the Texas Democrats, al-
though they opposed the retention of the
Philippines, laid on the table by a vote of
607 to 834 Joe BaILEY's minority report
against a colonial pollcy, the acquisition
of any territory whose inhabitants are
fnoapable of self-government or which

would make neoessary a larger standing ’

army, Nor would the Texas Democrats
join Jor BAILEY in reaffirming tho Declara-
tion of Independence and insisting upon
the consent of the governed.

In two years thegole Democratlo principle
of unity, blind opposition to the Republi-
cans, has been quickened and Democratio
patriotism has ylelded to party splrit,
The Oregon electlonshowed how the Paciflo
States feel about expansion. The Wash-
ington and California Demoorats were
on the right track. They have been over-
ruled. The Democracy has committed
ftself to anti-expansion exactly as if it had
not glven sufficient invitation to defeat in
Sixteen to One,

1t is worth while to rescue from the limbo
of old platforms this treasure from the
Vermont Democratio Convention of July
20, 1808:

* We oppose the proposed Impe-ialistic polley of the
Republican party in the annexation or colonization
of any territory won from Spaln by arms. '

They also believed that “ the annexation
of Hawaii was an unwise departure from

our traditional policy.” They were more
logical than the other contractionists,

Oregon and Constitution.

In acknowledging Capt. WILDE'S despatch
announcing the safe arrival of the battle-
ship Oregon at the dry dock at Kure, Japan,
Secretary Lona said: “ Universal rejoicing
over safety of Oregon. Bhe is the Consti-
tution of this generation.” In the fewest
possible words, Mr. LoNa described the
ship exactly. The Oregon is the modern
Constitution.

The Oonstitution was bullt at Charles-
town, Mass., by CLoGHORNE & HARTLEY
from designs by Constructor SAMUEL
HuMmpHRIES, was launched Oct. 21, 1707,
and went into commission the same year
under the command of Capt. SAMUEL
NicaowsoN, who had superintended her
construction. Her fame does not date
from her earliest years; when only four
years old, in 1501, she was dismantled,
and did not go again into commisslon until
1803, when Commodore EDWARD PREBLE
assumed command, 1n 1804 Capt. STEPHEN
DecATUR became commander, and from
1805 to 1808 Capt. JoHN RoDGERS was in
charge. Old Capt. Isaac HuLL commanded
the ship from 1807 until 1812; during the
next year Commodore WILLIAM BaiIN-
BRipaB tramped the weather side of the
quarterdeck; and then came Capt. CHARLES
STEWART. STEWART is better known now-
adays as the grandfather of PARNELL,
who bore his name, than for his own acts;
but he was a famous officer of our Navy,
He was senior officer of the Navy for seven-
teen years, entering the service in 1708;
he did not die until 1860,

It was during the War of 1812 that the
Constitution made her reputation. HuwLu
was in command when she defeated and
captured the Britlsh frigate Guerribre;
under BAINBRIDGE, a few months later,
she defeated the frigate Java. Rather
more than two years later, under STEwWART,
she fought and defeated the ships Cyane
and Levant.

Full of honors, the Constitution was laid
up for two years, and then went into com-
mission again, her new commander being
Capt. ARTHUR SINcLArz, Thosa were
the piping times of peace, and the famous
frigate saw more different commanding
offlcers for many years than she did active
service of the kind she enjoyed in 1812,
In 1825 Capt. TnoMas McDoxovait coms-
manded her, in 1842, Capt. FOXHALL PAR-
KER; In 184 “ Mad Jack " PERCIVAL took
command. The Constitution did not take
part in the Mexican War, but in 1840 was
ono of the Mediterrancan squadron, and in
1854 was in the African squadron, which

maintalned to suppress the slave trade.
‘l;trlng the Civil War she was attached
to the Naval Academy at Annapolis; smd
many of the Admirals and Captains of
to-day can recall the trip to Newport early
in the summer of 1881, when the Academy
wns removed to a safer place than Annap-
olis. Thirty-two years ago the Constitu-
tion, with other vessels used by the Naval
Academy, was in charge of Lieutenant-
Commmander GEORGE DEWEY.
The fame of the Constitution to-day
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dates really from Houmes's poem, “Old
Ironsides,” written in 1836, when it was
proposed to break the old ship up. Tens
of thousands of boys, and doubtless thou-
sands of girls, have on fateful Fridays for
nearly seventy years dashed head foremost
through the opening lines:
“ Aye, tear her tattered ensign down!
Long has it waved on high, &
And many an eye hasdimmedtoses =~ *
That banner In the sky."

The poem perhaps saved the ship, for
the old Constitution still floats, though
she does no heavier work than show what
an old-time frigate looked like.

The Oregon, which Mr. LoNa has com-
pared to the Constitution, was built at S8an
Francisco by the Union Iron Works, and
was launched in 1808, nearly a hundred
years after the Constitution. She s of
steel, and carries elghteen inches of armor,
while the older vessel has only wooden
walls. The old frigate mounted at first
forty-four guns, and later fifty; the Oregon
carries in her main and secondary batteries
forty guns all told; yet a single shot from
one of her 13-inch rifles weighs almost as
much as the metal thrown by both broad-
sides of the Constitution. Then the older
ship i8 propelled by sails alone, while the
younger favorite cannot hoist a yard of
canvas, but depends on twin screws and
steam for getting about. Finally, the
Constitution has a displacement of 1,576
tons, the Oregon one of 10,288. The com~
plements of the two veswvels, however, are
almost the same; the old fighter carried
456 men, the new one only six more—462.

The Coustitution won her place in the
“hearts of her countrymen” by the sea
fights of a three years' war. The Oregon
won hers by her wonderful trip from San
Francisco to Key West, half around the
world, made between March 10 and May
25, 1898, and clinched it by her work in the
destruction of CervERA'S fleet on July
3,1808, The two ships stand on even terms
in the affections of Americans.

It is curious that the affection goes to
the ship Oregon; probably not one person
in a hundred who knows her can tell who
commanded her during the war. It was
s0 with the Constitution, however; she
fought the Guerriére and the Java, the
Cyane and the Levant; it was merely the
good fortune of Hury, Bainprince and
STEWART to bo in command. So it is with
CLARK of to-day; the Oregon made the
trip, he was merely in command. Captains
come, and Captains go; but the Constitution
still floats, and the Oregon is safe. What
more can we want, except more like her?

The Great City of New York.

The population of the boroughs of Man-
hattan and The Bronx, as returned by the
census lately taken, is, in round numbers,
2,100,000, Even without the addition by
consolidation, therefore, New York is the
greatest city in the Union, for the most
sanguine estimate gives Chicago less than
2,000,000; but except for that enlargement
the two citles would ba close together.

The estimate of a .population for the
whole Greater New York of about 8,500,000
{s based on the Health Department’s esti-
mates reduced proportionately in the other
boroughs as they are actually reduced by
the enumeration in Manhattan and The
Bronx, and it can reasonably be accepted as
approximately correct. This would imply a
population for Brooklyn of something like
1,220,000, or & galn of a little more than one-
half upon that for 1800, Sucha large ratio
of incrense {3 not improbable, for between
1880 and 1890 the Increase was more than 42
per cent, and the indications that the pro-
portionate growth during the last decade
was greater have been obvious. Moreover,
there were reasonable doubta of the accu-
racy of the 1800 enumeration.

The growth of population in Manhattan
and Bronx from 1,615,301 in 1860 to about
2,100,000 in 1900 has been at a ratio much
greater than that of any other decade since
1860. The increase between 1800 and 1900
has been a little over 38 per cent., while
from 1880 to 1890 the census returned it at
25.62 per cent, only, and from 1870 to 1880 it
was only 28.02 per cent, That is, the ratio
of growth in the last decade more nearly
approaches that in the decades previous to
the Civil War, as shown in this table:

1850 40 1860 vvussrersensen SRESAT At 66.27 pet cent
1840 to 1850... +..04.86 per cent,
1830 to 1840 .. ...5A.65 per cont.
1820 to 1830... ...50.84 per eent.
1810 to 1820 ... +..28.38 per cent,
1800 10 181000 everee ..50.32 per cent.

That the Manhattan and Bronx boroughs
were growing during the last decade more
rapidly than at any time before since the
Civil War, has been evident to every
observer of the march of Improvement on
Manhattan Island and in Westchester, A
new city has been built up in that time to
accommodate an increase of nearly six hun-
dred thousand in population,

The ratio of the growth of Brooklyn, so
much greater than that of New York, or
more than one-half since 1890, simply con-
tinues the experience of that community
throughout this century, as this table of the
ratio of increase up to 1800 bears witness:

1800 to 1810....., 85.11 | 1850 to 1460......175.37
1810 %0 1820....., 62,00 | 186010 1870...... 48.58
182010 1830...... 7201 | 187010 1880...... 43,08
1830 t0 1840.....,102.08 | 188010 1800...... 42.30

1840 to 1850......107.28

Brooklyn in the lay of its land is more
favorable to improvement than New York,
and the tendency of its population to In-
crease at a much greater ratio than that of
New York will undoubtedly continue until,
in the progress of time, the crowded com-
munity will extend far down toward Mon-
tauk Point, and Long Island will become
one of the most densely populated regions
on the globe,

The consolidated city of New York, with
{ts population of 3,600,000 approximately, i3
now next to London the moat populous city
of the world, and if it goes on increasing
at anything llke the rate of the last ten
years, before 1920 it will be the first city of
the world in magnitude.

Atall times a large mnfomy of the ddermea [to the
Kansas City Conventlon] were for 18 to 1 in the plat-
form. Assértions to the coutrary come only from
en:mies to the Democratic party or from persons en-
tirely uninformed as to the real sentment of the con-
vention. — Kangas City Times.

Assertions to the contrary come only from
those double-faced Democrats who want their
party to be for sllver in safely Democratio
S ates and to forget silver in all debatable

States,

The Democratio Memphis Commercial-Appeal
says that in view of the Chinese situation *‘it
would be the part of prudence for Democratio
campalgners to omit all reference to that plank
in the Kansas City platform that deals with
militarism and a atanding army.” It would be
the part of prudence for the Democratio cam-
palgnars to omit all reference to most of the
rest of the Kansas City platform. "“We are
akainst the Administration because we want
the offices,” that is about what the Democratio
case amounts to, Cut out from the platform
ita various forms of mania and of folly, and
there would be mighty little platform left.

JULY 22, 1900.

THE CHINESE SITUATION.

The retreat of the Chinese from Tien-Tsin
and neighborhood as reported to the British
Admiralty in London yesterday, has no doubt
been caused by the flooded condition of the
country between there and Pekin. It is not
stated whether they withdrew by the rallway
line or thq road along the west bank of the
Peiho to the eastward of it, but probably they
have taken both routes, the railway for the pur-
poso of rendering It impassable for trains, and the
other to utilize the positions which experience
in the last advance of Europeans to Pekin
showed them were capable of defence. With
their new armament and traluing, they should
make a much more formidable resistance than
that attempted by the army of the Tartar Gen-
eral, San-ko-lin-sin, in 1860, Where they will take
up new positions if they stop anywhere short
of Pekin can only be found out when recon-
noitring parties are sent forward, meanwhile
the allies can give their whole attention to or-
ganizing the next advance. The looting of
the native city of Tlen-Tsin by some of the al-
lied troops after its capture, as described by
Tir SUN correspondent on the spot, does not
appoar calculated to conciliate the civil popu-
lation of the rest of the country when it i3 re-
ported by fugitives, and Islikely to react against
the alllos in their future movements when
they will have need of local assistance for trans-
port and supplies.

The defeat of thae Chinese on the Amur is
important for the Russlans, Blagovestohensk,
which s situated at the junction of the Zeeya
and the Amur, {s a city of 40,000 inhabitants
whosa wealth {s based chiefly on the gold mines
in the surrounding country, and contains the
finest private buildings In all eastern Asla. The
great plain between the Zeeya and Bureyarivers
to the north and east |3 extremely fertile, and
the former {8 navigable for a considerable part
of its courss. The Shilka and the Amur are open
from May to October, and there is abundant
steam communication on both rivers. The
head of navigation on the Shilka i3 at
Stretensk, which 1s the terminus of the
Trans-Siberlan  rallway, and the point
where troops and military stores for Man-
churia will embark for their destinations on
the Sungari, from where, at [larbin and other
points, thev will be directed by road and rail
to the south. All along the northern bank
of the Amur the Coisack stanitzas or posts,
planted previous to 1858 by Mouravieff at every
twenty or thirty milas, have grown into thrive
ing villages. Agriculture 18 increasing and
frmmigration i3 encouraged by the Russian Gov=
ermmont. Algun, opposite Blagovestchensk,
which has just been the scene of the fighting
between the Russians and Chinese, is the town
where the treaty opening the Sungari to Rus-
glan stear.ers was signed In 1838, Many of
the towns and eities of Manchuria that now
seams destined to pass under Russian rule are
of considerabls size, Tsitsthar on the Nonna
haviug about 80,000 inhabitants; Petuna some
00,000, and Kirin, 200,000, At the last named
thoro was In 1808 a Government arsenal capable
of turning out 10,000 Hotchkiss and 9,000
Mauser cartridges a day.

IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The reports received from Lord Roberts show
the Boers to be as active as ever, Gen, Do Wet
80 far renalns (n the fleld in the Iree State and
TLord Roberts himself is directing operations
against the main positlon of the Transvaalers
at Middelburg, east of Pretoria, where it ia
hoped tho Boers may meat a orushing defeat, In
th country west of Johannesburg which several
weeks ago was described as oomplately subdued,
the railway has been attacked and & train de-
ralled, The harassing nature of their work is
telling seriously on the health and morals of
the British troops, for which reason, as well as
on account of the international outlook, Lord
Roberts has been urged to make a supremo ef-
fort to Dbring the war to a close. A
good deal of dissaticfaction is felt by the
British authoritias in South Africa at the free-
dom with which the Portuguesa authorities are
permitting the Boers to obtaln supplies of all
kinda through Lorenzo Marques, and to send
their cattle in great droves into Poriuguess
territory for safety from seizure by the
Brittsh. The impossibllity of capturing the
Boer cannon and fleld guns (s also giving
rise to a good deal of unfavorable oriticism of
the commanders of the mounted forees, it being
argued that there inust be some radical defect
in their handling of their corps, when guns
drawn by oxen have Invariably been able to
get away from large bodlies of horsemen,

The Experience of a Busy Crank,

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Being
acrank myself, [ trust you will allow me space to
speak a few words to those of my brother eranks
who, for varlous reasons, are obliged to remain in
town and suffer all sorts of annoyances during the
present hot spell of weather.

While every dyed-in-the-wool crank must have his
own particular hobby, {t does not necessarily follow
that such hobby Is altogeither harmless Therefore I
will state that [am “agin'’ any crank that directly or
fndirectly, explofts his hobby to the detriment or an-
noyance of any person who, unfortunately or other-
wise, may have no hobby at all. Astomy par.icular
hobby or hobbles, I will designate them as “anul-
nolse and anti-nutsancs,” two wonderfully growing
twins in this city that thrive upon general careless-
ness and ofMclal negleet,

The great trouble with the average crank Is that he
{sluble to abandon his prineiples if he Aindsthat any
expense will be incurred by their furtheranes; he there-
upon shunts Limsell with hls hobby off into Innocu-
ous desuetude.  Such is notthe case, however, with
the consclentious erank: he “'stays in the ring,"
figuratively speaking, untll bis opponents are van-
Quished

In starting out upon my career against the above-
mentioned growing twins, 1t was but natural that I
should seek the usyistance of the City Improvement
Soclety, 10 East Twenty-third street. This organi-
zatlon, I was told, made a speclalty of *'seeking the
enforcement of all laws relating to nulsances detri-
mental to health or order.” 1 procured one of thelr
pamphlets of Information. contalnlug excerpts of or-
dinances relating to “anti-nolse and anti-nulsance,'
as well as many other matters which a good citizen
should be famiifar with

This pamphistabove referredto, In addition to some
correspondence upon the subject, enabled me to choke
off some of the spasmodio features of nolse and nul-
sance. For instance, I sucereded In running off
several nolay and disturbing hand organs by threat.
ening arrest if they did not “‘'move on when ordered
to do so’" The ordinance further prohibits them
from playlng before 9 o'clock in the morning or after
7 o'clock In the evening. [ also complained of a
particularly noisy gaug of boys playing ball near my
residence and obtained rellef, By the same means [
have kept my street In good repalr and thereis not a
broken or uneven sidewalk In the whole bloek. 1 have
also kept grocers and other tradesmen from usurping
too much of the passigeway, and have had a number
of wooden guards removed from open coal holes and
covers replaced on same. 1 had aleaky awning fixed
up and a crosswalk repaired; have glven a careless
street cleaner a litile more work todo, and caused the
removal of & dead eat as well as other refuse from a
vacant los which apparently was nobody's busineas
1o attend to; the socledy further caused this same 1ot
to be properly fenced, and It 1s now decorated with
beautiful oll -painted advertisements,

1 am now working overtime to break up the hadit of
the Metropolitan rallway conductors and motormen
1n not stopplug for we at my corner, and after I repors
a few more to the soclety, 1l Is my opinion that I
shall be able to get on & car without belng ecom-
pelied to run for (t half a block.

The above soclely, of which I am & subseribing
member, has several Important matterson hand re-
quiring legislation, one of which Is the overcrowding
of surface cars, especlally open cars; the Health
Department has sigulfied Iis coliperation, but the
socleiy would !le an increased number of patrons
“Ittakes mouey to make the mare go,’”’ and 1 have
yet o learn of another organization of any kind
whatever in this town whose oificers notonly devote
thelr time bLut annually eontribute W make up the
deficit, which last year amount:d to some §1,500,

NEW YORK, July 20. J. M. STARDUCR.

Mr, Snore Walks In His Sleep.
Fromthe Philadeipha T'imes.
COATESVILLE, July 19.--Stephen Snore,
asleep, walked out of the second-story window of his
home in Coatesvilie last night, breaking his collas-
bone andfinjuring himsel! {nternally.

while |

OUR CONSTITUTION IN CHINA.

pladbuiinuihesy
How It Came to Be Transiated and Taken
Home for Study.

WasHINGTON, July 21.~The relation of the
United States to the responsible Government
of China is, in some respects, different from
that of any other nation. At the present hor-
rible orlsls allls confusion and chaos. Inthe
future a lasting settlement is to be made. It
will be full of diMoulties, but America holds a
place of vantage. The following paragraphs
explain, in part, why this {s so—why the high
ofMiclals of China understand us better than
they,do any nation of Europe. When the first
Chinese legation to the United States settled in
Washington {t was accompanied by a very in-
telligent and cultivated attaché, by name Tsal
Sth Yung. He came of an ancient Chinese
family, one of whoss members had been Prime
Minister of the Empire—a very unusual post for
a pure Chinese to hold under a Manchu Tartar
dynasty, He wasa graduate of Dr. Martin's
college at Pekin and had also taken his bache
elor's degree in the Chinese examinations.
During his residence In Washington he formed
a close friendship with Dr, Edward 8. Holden,
then one of the astronomers of the United
States Nav.! Observatory. In one of their
conversations Tsal was asked the object of the
coming o! his legation. *“Why, it I8 to make a
weaty ‘rith your country.” “And how isa
treaty oaade?” *'It 1§ a written agreement
betweea your President and our Emperor.”
*Nothing more?** ''No, nothing more than
this.” It transpired that Tsai, and his Minlster
as well, was totally lgnorant of the treaty-
making functions of the S#nate; and they were
thrown into cousternation when they heard the
story of the rejection of the treaty with Den-
mark by the Senate after Prasident Grant had
arranged for the cession of the Danish West
Indies, and after the confiding Dunes of St.
Thomas and Santa Cruz had formally voted to
accept American citizenship.

Out of this conversation grew a project to
translate the Constitution of the United States
into the Chinese language. For many months
the Chinaman and the American wet daily.
Each provision of the Constitut.on was caro-
fully explained and discussed aud then written
down, with a commentary; on a subsequent day
the Chinese translation was rendered back into
English and again discussed until all was clear,
Doubtful points wers referred to Frederick W,
Whitridge, Esq., of the New York bar, in writ-
ins, or, occasionally to Mr. Justice Bradley of
the Supreme Court. Finally the docanient was
completely and satisfactorily translated with a
marginal commentary and &'nt as an official
despatch to the Tsung-li-Yamen in Pekin., A
copy of it was depousited by President Holden
{n the library of the University of California,
where it now is. On Tsai's partit had been a
labor of love and on his return to China

ft won for m officlal advancement
in rank and r His American co-adju-
tor was glad give a portion of his
e every da; arly ayear to this publio

service which ( .- ~sulted In making the high
offlclals in Pekin derstand the United States
of America as they understand no other coun-
try. They are themselves a literary people and
are used to relying on the written word. They
know the organization of Great Britain or of
Germany in a very different way from that of
our own country, and we are, accordingly,
trusted as no other country s,

Our opportunities at the present crisis are
unique, Every European government I8 dlse
trusted by all the high officials at Pekin-—by
tho=e friendly to foreign inventions as well as
by those who hate and despise the foreigner
and all his works. When the time comes
to adjust a final and lastng settlement for the
future it {s in the power of America to take a
highstand, The Constitution of our Govern-
ment is undarstood. It is known that we desire
no territorial acquisitions. We desire and we
mean to have the freest opportunities for trade
and above all things the fullest protection for
our citizens in foreign parts. It may be naces-
sary for our troops to foin with those of Europe
and Japan In a punitive expedition. It may
even be necessary to raze the walls of Pekin to
the ground, to plough the site and to sow {t with
salt, as the Tartar Chief Jenhiz Khan was used
to do with the rebellious cities of Bokhara and
Turkistan, All this will ba understood as a
d-served punishment for acts which even the
Chinese cannot defend. But In the final ade
Justment of relations America may hold a
unique place; and this position of moral vantage
should be safeguarded in all our acta.

Gen., James H. Wilson—Views of a Gallant
Confederate Soldler,

To t™nE Eptror or THE SuN—Sir: If there
is to be & war In China or elsewhere in which
the United States is 1o take part, the present
Administration could do no better service to
the country than to place Gen, James H, Wilson
in chief command of the fleld.

During the Civil War in the organization of
the cavalry corps of Thomas's army {n Tennes-
see, he displayed energy and abllity unsure
passed in the history of that struggle. Nothing
escaped his vigilance, and in serving his cause
friend and foe alike came under his impresse
ments. Street cars, oiinibuses, circuses, every«
thing gave up {ts live stock. Even the Vice-
President of the United BStates, Andrew
Johnson, had to walk, for Wilson took his
carriage lorses for the cavalry. The result
was the flnest cavalry corps ever seen in the
United States. This corps was the most impor-
tant factor in driving Hood from Nashville and
the brilliant and irresistible campalgn of Gen,
Wilson from the Tennessee River to Macon,
Ga., was the coup de graoe to the Confederacy
in the Middle South,

It was both an error of judgment and an
fn'ustice to tha country to assign Gen,
Wilson to an inactive department during the
Cuban war, Jonx A, WyeTH,

NEW YORE, July 20,

A Good Word for B. R. T,

ToTIB EDITOR OF THE SUN~Sir: There are
many people In alarge city such as ours who go
about “looking for troubdle,” and when they caunot
find the genulue thing they imagine all sorts of in-
Justices and Impositions heaped upon them from all
sources, and particularly by conductors and motor-
men and the trolley syst°m generally.

They are llke the over-anxious man who predioted
that the wheel of the car would surely come off before
they reached Brighton Deach one of our very warm
evenings tbis week. After worrying himse'f and
every oneelse who was nearenough to hear him,
how disappointed he must have felt thatthe wheel
persistently stayed where it belongea!

We are so quick to condemn and so slow to pralse
arallroad and Its management!

May we add one word of praise and thankseto &
system that Is not slow, when the opportunity pres-
ents itself, to confer 8 beneflt and a blessing upon the
Ittle people of the community ~those who are the
most grateful and appreciative and wholly worthy?

A trip to Coney Island or to Prospect Park 1s a
great treat to many of our small citizens and it 19
alsoan expensive one wnen we have seventy-five or a
hundred children to think of, and it I3 overshadowed
with mauy difeulties; but when Mr. Brecksnridge
placed at our disposal one of the large ears of the
system under bis management the clouds began to
disappear and he made It possible for us to esunt one
more of those Instructive and delightful trips upon
x'nrn::ro(runme mapped out for our vacation school

OrK.

We know (bat Mr. Breckenridge would have felt
nmrly repald for this one of the many free cars

hieh the B. R. T. give for the yse of the fm schooly
during the summer monihs could he have heard the
bursia of applause and delight with which each new
discovery was announced on the trip.

Some one has told us to make our ehildren laugh at
6 years of age and at 20 they will laugh at tie
remembrance of it We feel assured that there are a
few smiles that will come (o these little ones a few
TNe tend the thanks of th

Ve send the thanks of the children an |
mothers to the kind, pati:nt and pom-mklcﬂw ‘:::r\'-
ductor and motorman who wok us toand brought us
from the park so carefully, eourteously and m.’rly

Hoping that THE SUN will €ive space to our publie
acknowledgment of the favor granted to usin jis
valuable columns, we remain most gratefully,

HELEN R. FRARY. Kindergariner,
MaRy leMrl,u'tu\(us.

rineipal, Vacatlon Sehool b

BROOKLYN, July 21. . Ne 16

The Viper's OfMclal Trial,
From the London Times of July 14,

The Viper, wrpedo boat destroyer, which Is englned
by the Parsons Marine Steam Turbine Company,
underwent yesierday at Wallsend on-Tyne one hour's
trial at maximum speed. The mean of two consecy-
1ve runs on the measured mile was 36,80 knots, and
the mean of six runs was 36.58 knote

THE SRUT DOOR.

A Correspondent Who Proposes & General
Boycott en China,

To THe Epitor orF THE SuN—Sir: In the
course of your very interesting and instructive
editorlal article, **Why Distrust Japan,' you
make the statement that the aliied Powers, or
some of them at least, are averse to giving
Japan a free hand in dealing with the Chinese
uprising for fear that the two pations might
eventually—acting in concert against the
Western Powers by gheer foroe of numbers
overrun the nearest European countries and
inaugurate what you term *'a third Mongol in-
vasion, like that of the Huns in the fifth and of
the Tartars in the thirteenth century."

Of course that is only calling up visions of the
dead past, never to be reénacted In the face of
the progress the world has made since then.
But if the world has progressed immensely in
the West, it is evident that the Fastern couns
tries, wi'h Jupan in the lead,thanks to thelr ever
{noreasing contact with the eivilization of the
Western nations, are also but just awakenin
to a realization of their latent strength; an
China, driven to desperation during tue greater

ortion of the waning century by the inters
Fanmno of the missionaries on the one hand,
and the importunities ol the v ading nations for
an “'open door'’ on the other, his at last, lise a
maddened bull, confronted by the erael main-
dores, rrpl:uvd {ts fear by a trenzied attack on
{ts tormentors

To further extend this simile, the Powers v

ot totake this maddened bull by the horpe ol
gnlfl on until it is powerless tor forthor Jary
How best and most eff~otively to dot i 1
problem ol the unexpectad condition withwliceh
they are suddenly confronted. From rll ne-
ecounts the country is or will be aflame from end
to end. If the allies—taking for granted that
they will work in harmony —elect to iuvade the
principal provinces with ever <o largean army
or armies they are sure to heorponed evory-
where by a numerically larger force of semi=
barbarous men who ask and give no quarter;
who will lay our thonsands evon if we do <luy
their tens of thousands, qui bono? Tt will bea
cruel and a useless sacrifice of blood and treas-
ure nnd where is the glory?

Rather than pursue this course why not em-
ploy the Mongolian merhod of festina lent:?
you say their invasions took generations to ac-
complish results; why not, instead of working
forancpen door” into China, shut the door
tight and keep the bholts securely fixed on tha
outside—or our «!de? This means that the inter-
ested Powers onn blockads and take possession
of hareeaport towns, while Russia, If need be
gingle-handed, ecould hem them in on the land
sida bordoring on her own provinees,

Thi« moathod of conquering China will doubt-
lass oceupy more time than would a eampaign
of cpen warfare necessitating the saerifice of
an unto'd number of lives, not to epeak of tha
misery that will surely ba the lot of the part ci-
pants in such an undericking, Shut them un,
as nbove indicated, within their own borders
and they will in tume erms to ternm and even
themselves sun for the open door, the enforeed
opening of which to the Western nations has
been tha prineival cause of the dil mma ‘n
which thev now find themselves fuvolved

NEw York, July 20, L. B.

TREES IN TOWN.

Thelr Influence on Health and Comfort—-The
Importance of Preserving Them,

To TaAE FpitorR oF THE SuN—Sir: It is a
well-known fact that in a elty like thisthe
brick and the mortar of bulldings, the stone
and the asphult of streets reflect and preserve
the heat of the sun to such anextent that not
even during the night 1a there any appreclable
fall In the temperature. I quote from Dr.
Henry Dwight Chapln's exeellent paper, read
before the County Medical Society:

Here s where the modifylng effects of trees ean be
most benefieial.  As trees maintain an average mean
temperature of 54 degrees Fahrenbelit In all seasons,
it s easy 1o see what a constant cooling Influence they
possess in an atmosphere of 90 degrees.  Add to this
the constant exhalation from the leaves of watery
vapor that has been ahsorbed from the moisture {n
the soll and from the surrounding alr, and the cooling
effect 13 much enhanced. This takes place most
actively during the heated portion of the day, when It
1s most needed, A general purification of the alr 1s
not the least benefit to be dertved from vegetation, as
carbonie acld is absorbed and oxygen given out,
Just the reverse of what takes place tn the animal
economy. The purifying and coollng Influenc s
of trees plaeed uniformly through the eity would
have a marked Influence on the pub'ie health in sum-
mer. The Tres Planting Assoclation of New York
has proved that varfous specles of trees are adapted
to our soll, and with a little care can be made to
thrive. It seems, however, that in a maiter that
coneerns not only the health but the beauty of the
town the city itself should be responsible for a uni-
form and continuous effort, If our thoroughfares
were lined with shade trees the summer heat would
not be so Intolerable and unhealthful, ‘The construe-
tion of the underground road through upper Broad-
way will injure the Ife of the beautiful rows of trees
now planted in that thoroughfare. It I8 much to be
hoped that not only in the interests of beauty, but
of publie health as well, eMecient strps may be taken
to preserve the life of these treea. New York s bare
enough without sacrificing any vegetation in & satls
factory state of growth,

Ia 1t not amazing when these things are
known that the people of the upper West SBide
will al'ow the destruction of an avenue which

was destined to be one of the greatest orna-
ments to our city? Mass meetings ought to be
held and those who are instrumental in this
wanton desecration informed In no un in
tones that they must seek some other route for
their underground road.

1 appeal to the columns of THE SUN and to its
numerous readers. Can you not do lomon&.
toward preserving our trees? 1am aware 01
hearings have been held and Iam disou
but they have not yet amouna to ‘anyth!
and there seems but little prospeot !hll they
will. In the meantime the work goes on. Yours
for the health and beanty of our city,

FLoxp B, EXNIsT, M.D,

NEw YOREK, July 21,

Sixteen to One In Evergreen.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sim The
Kansas City Conventlon wanted to put “live tasues™
in ts platform, and they put in a plank on silver a$
1810 1 in “uniimited” quantities withoutthe ald or
consent of any other nation on earth,

They thought 1t a yery live Issue, as 1t 19 In fact,
butin order to try and pacify 1) B Hill and earry
New York they put it away down past the middle, to
kind of obscure it

The nation’s honor and Integrity are atstake, and
all sound money men, regardless of party, musi
stand and vote together.

There 1s not an "“imperfalist’’ In the United States,
unless he 1s on a visit here from the old country.

A.¥F. BELo, M. D,

EVERGREEN, Ala., July 10,

The Mystery of the Cipher Despatch.

To THE FEDITOR OF THR SUN-=Sir: If Mr,
Conger were “in British legatlon, under continusd
shot and shell from Chinese troops,” s it quite with-
in reason Lo belleve that a messenger from the Tsung-
1i-Yamen could simply jog through the Chinesellnes,
walk up to the legation gate and hand in a messare
for our Minister? To accomp!ish this would have
first necessitated a cessation of hostilities on both
sides and a further arrangement pour parier. Witha
fanaucal and suspiclous foree of beselgers and a band
of defenders In desperats sirailts, 18 it reasonable to
belleve that all this could have been accomplished by
the mere announcement that & messenger was wall-
ing to deliver a despatch to the American Minister?

NEW YORK, July 21. SCEPTIO

Erving Winslow and George Frisble Hoar.
From the Dorchester Beacon,

Senator Hoar decides as a wise man and a patriot
must declde; and for sodeciding multitudes of yelping
cursare snariing at his heels.

Mr. Erving Winslow, emerging from the ob-
seurfty of the occupation of book agent or some-
thing of the sort, gets himsell boosted into the
pald position of Seeretary of the Antl-Imperialist
League and adopts the pollcy of keeping himself be
fore the public by a succession of atiacks upon men
of prominence. Mr. Winslow Is the very littlest dog with
the very largest bark of the whole lot, and he snaps
and snarls at the great statesman’s heels In a way
that fiils the other pups with admiration and envy.
Mr. Winslow—but why waste words and good paper
upon Mr. Winslow? Senator Hoar has eondescended
o kick him Into the middle of soms time In the future

Two of Our Navy OfMcers in Japan,
From the Itetormed Church Messenger.

Ttis cause for much satisfaction thas some of the
United States Government oMclals that oceasionald
visit Japan glve clear and unmistakable testimony
for Christ. This was the case with Lieut Hobson !
Merrimac fame, who delivered a Christian address!o
one of the Japauese citles while en route to Manila
On the evening of April 14 last, Rear Admiral J
Watson, who was then commanding the Aslutiesgun!
ron, had an appointment to address the Young Mood
Christian Association In Toklo, After the engn’”
ment had be'n made arrangements were entered

{ for the Admiral's presentation to the Emperor. D

our naval commander request d that the ceremonl s
shouid not Le allowed 1o Interfere with Lis appo!nt
ment for the evenlng. Admiral Watson's allicsd
Was brief and 10 the point
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